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PHOTO 13: Experimental Photo - Kate Jordahl

Epson 3880/3800 Negatives Step-by-Step
1. Prepare your negatives with the template as described in the Dan Burkholder “Inkjet Negative Compan-
ion PDF.” 
2. In Photoshop, click “Command-P” for Print.
3. Choose the printing under “Printer” (EPSON Stylus Pro 3880/3800)
4. Open “Page Setup” and choose printer and paper size here (Letter Size for standard Pictorico)
5. Check that the image fits in the window and change the image orientation and/or image size as needed.
6. Choose Printer Manages Colors and Perceptual under Color Management. 

7. Click print.

You can see here that I have made a preset for digital 
negatives. I made all the choices for this type of neg 
and then saved them under the preset tab. This is very 
helpful to both remember what you did and have 
your printer do it again next time. I always check 
the summary before I click print - just in case a set-
ting changes (which mysteriously does happen) or I 
want to tweak a setting. I highly recommend making 
presets.  Following are the settings that I am using on 
the 3880/3800. 
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1. Under Printer Settings - Click Basic and choose: 
• Ultra Premium Presentation Paper Matte
• Advanced B&W Photo
• Neutral (This does not matter as you will adjust 
this in the next step.) 
• SuperPhoto - 2880 dpi
• Uncheck “High Speed”  
This is different than Dan’s suggestions. I don’t 
mind the extra time that this requires and it al-
lows for more drying time as the neg come out of 
the printer with out other adjustments. 
• Choose “Flip Horizontal” (This will make the 
negative read correctly when printed) 

Now you will set the following settings in the “Ad-
vanced Color Setting” box:

• Set “Tone” to  “Darkest”
• Set the color for Horizontal 40, Vertical 48
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When you return to the “Basic” tab, you will see 
that the “Color Toning” has shifted to “Fine Adjust-
ment”

Next in “Advanced Media Control” do the following:

• Change “Color Density” to +25
• Make sure that paper thickness is at 2
• I leave “Platen Gap” on “Auto” and the ma-
chine seems happier. Dan recommends changing 
this to “Narrow.” Test on your own machine. 

If your negs seem to need more drying time, you 
can add time under “Drying Time per Print Head 
Pass” - This will make the printing time longer. 

Put the Pictorico in the printer with the rounded 
corner to the top right hand side. 
IMPORTANT: If you do this wrong, you will make 
a mess of the printer since the ink will not stick to 
the wrong side and will splatter. 

NOW:  CLICK PRINT. 

Let the print dry for a minimum of 1/2 hour before 
use. I store with interleaving paper so the negatives 
don’t stick to each other or to the plastic sleeves. 




